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September 30, 1998

EASTERN FOUNDATION PRESENTS PHILANTHROPY AWARDS
CHARLESTON --Three individuals and two organizations with close ties to Eastern
Illinois University are recipients of the Burnham and Nancy Neal Philanthropy Awards
administered through the EIU Foundation.
Recipients honored at the Sept. 25 annual meeting were Walter and Lucille Klehm
of Charleston, "Outstanding Philanthropist"; Sue Sparks McKenna of Charleston,
"Outstanding Volunteer"; EIU Business Advisory Board, "Outstanding Philanthropic
Organization"; and State Farm Insurance, "Outstanding Corporation." Each received a
plaque and also will have their names inscribed on a plaque hanging in Brainard House.
"The University Foundation was founded in 1953 under the leadership of H Ogden
Brainard and, since its inception, has depended on the generosity of volunteers for its
well-being. Since 1993, the Foundation has honored its outstanding volunteers with
philanthropic awards, which in 1997 were named for Burnham and Nancy Neal of Mattoon
in appreciation of their leadership, support and dedication to the Foundation," said
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Foundation President Stan Rives.

The Klehms were honored for their efforts to stimulate private sector support for the
EIU Foundation. Walter Klehm, a member of the EIU Foundation, was on the Eastern
faculty from 1938 until his retirement in 1970 and was the first dean of the School of
Industrial Arts and Technology. He and his wife, Lucille, have established two scholarships
at Eastern-- the Lucille M. Klehm Technology Education Award presented annually to a
student who intends to pursue a career in technology education and the Walter A. Klehm
Industrial Technology Award given annually to a student who plans to teach industrial
technology in Illinois public schools.
McKenna was recognized for her volunteer efforts, including assisting at every
annual Foundation meeting, working in the Foundation office and serving as a valuable
resource person to the Foundation and the university. A former financial aid director at
Eastern, McKenna has established two scholarships at Eastern -- the Irvin Sparks
Memorial Scholarship for physics majors and the Raymond McKenna Secondary
Education Scholarship for a junior or senior majoring in English or history and secondary
education who is interested in research in teaching or in the major field. "What interested
me in the Foundation all those years working in financial aid was the admiration I had for
students who didn't have the means to come to Eastern," said McKenna, noting that
annual tuition and fees totaled $599 in 1973 compared to $3,231 today. Although costs
have increased five times over a 25-year period, financial assistance to students has
increased significantly. In 1973, McKenna said the Foundation awarded $7,015 in
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scholarships and awards compared to $323,312 at the end of the 1998 fiscal year.
Eastern's Business Advisory Board was recognized for its efforts to promote the
ideals of volunteerism and philanthropy. The 25 members of the board-- more than half
of whom are Eastern alumni -- contribute their time, expertise and personal funds to
support the Lumpkin College of Business, according to Frank Clark, chair of the School of
Business. Established under the leadership of James Giffin, founding dean of the School
of Business, the Business Advisory Board has helped raise funds to support business
programs, furnish Lumpkin Hall and hire a development director for the college. The
business professionals who comprise the board also have assisted the college with
strategic planning and provided input on changes in the business world and skills today's
business graduates need to succeed.
State Farm was recognized for its support of Eastern and the Lumpkin College of
Business and Applied Sciences. "These two American heartland institutions have formed
a special bond," said Jim Hanks, an Eastern graduate and former vice president at State
Farm, who has worked closely with Eastern to maintain a strong partnership with the
insurance company. "Eastern is a terrific recruiting source for State Farm," Hanks noted,
adding that more than 400 Eastern alumni are employed by State Farm throughout the
country. Eastern also participates in a student/faculty exchange program with State Farm
and hosts upwards of 500 Illinois agents for State Farm's campus seminar program. Since
1963, the State Farm Companies Foundation has sponsored Exceptional Student
Fellowships to encourage high potential men and women to prepare themselves for
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leadership roles in industry and society. The State Farm Companies Foundation also
provided computer technology and furnishings for Eastern's Lumpkin Hall as part of the
"Taking Care of Business" campaign.
Also honored at the annual meeting was Barbara "Bobbie" Hilke of Charleston who
was presented a plaque in recognition of her outstanding service as Foundation executive
officer from 1995-1998.
Rives noted that the Foundation has had an excellent year with assets totaling
nearly $30 million and the end of FY 1998 --an increase of almost $3.7 million or 14
percent over last fiscal year -- and $18.5 million in endowment funds. This year's
investment return on the endowment was 17.6 percent. The Foundation also provided
more than $1 million to Eastern for scholarships, awards and grants for students, faculty
and staff.
Newly elected members of the Foundation Board of Directors are Harry Crisp of
Marion, Rudy Hlavek of Atlanta and Jack Schultz of Effingham.
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